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CATHERINE BALET • MOODS IN A ROOM 

• EXHIBITION FROM FEBRUARY 7TH TO MARCH 30TH, 2019 
• OPENING: THURSDAY 7TH FEBRUARY, 2019, FROM 6PM TO 9PM 

AN EXHIBITION CURATED BY FANNIE ESCOULEN 

CATHERINE BALET DOES IT AGAIN! AFTER THE SUCCESS OF HER LAST SERIES “LOOKING FOR THE 
MASTERS IN RICARDO'S GOLDEN SHOES” IN WHICH SHE REVISITED THE HISTORY OF PHOTOGRAPHY, THE 
ARTIST CREATES ONCE MORE NEVER BEFORE SEEN COMPOSITIONS, THROUGH A SERIES SHE HAS BEEN 
WORKING ON FOR NEARLY TWENTY YEARS. 

Playing with transparencies and 
surrealist collages, Catherine Balet's 
new series “Moods in a Room” plays  
with virtual reality by mixing pictorial 
textures and digital photographic 
elements. She superimposes them in 
multiple layers, giving a material feel to 
the unreal and a virtuality to her 
mater ia l images! The result ing 
compositions reveal the various states 
of consciousness of the artist, and 
illustrate her commitment to endlessly 
explore the dualities between content 
and absence, space and surface. 

The technique the artist adopted, using 
layers of images, allows her to create 
photographs that play on many levels 
and whose transparency shapes the 
depth of the pictorial space. The 
underside (made with a digitized version of her own paintings) exists as much as the top layer and reveals a 
matter usually unknown in photography. The mat colored surfaces blend with the brighter areas of the 
photograph. Besides, the images in the series reveal, through the superimposition of layers of different 
architectures, a fantasy urban space where cold and warmth coexist. A fictitious setting where strange and 
familiar stories are played, animated by more or less ghostly characters. 

Fannie Escoulen, curator of the exhibition at the Galerie Thierry Bigaignon, adds: “No longer a painter but far 
from a classical photographic practice, Catherine Balet reveals an introspective universe made up of a 
multitude of layers, like a palimpsest, drawing references to the great movements of painting from her 
unconscious nourished by the history of art. By deliberately freeing herself, she depicts in these picture-
paintings some kind of hallucinatory closed doors scenes from which her characters do not seem to be able 
to escape.” 
  
Exhibition from February 7th to March 30th, 2019 
Curator: Fannie Escoulen 

Press contact : Thierry Bigaignon - Tel. +33.6.80.61.99.41 - thierry@thierrybigaignon.com  

Moods in a Room #22 (2019). Catherine Balet. Courtesy Galerie Thierry Bigaignon.
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THE ARTIST 

Graduate of the Ecole des Beaux-Arts de Paris, Catherine Balet began her artistic career as a painter before 
moving to photography in the early 2000s. Her photographic work then took on a sociological dimension. 
Her series of portraits of teenagers "Identity" and her series "Strangers in the Light" anchored her work in a	  
contemporary reality. From 2013 to 2016, Catherine Balet worked on her series "Looking for the Masters in 
Ricardo's Golden Shoes" in which she paid a vibrant tribute to the masters of photography. From Nadar to 
contemporary trends, through Man Ray and Martin Parr, she has captured the history of photography, and 
looked for ways to reflect on its future. With her series "Moods in a Room", Catherine Balet continues her 
experimentation by reinvesting the technical transformations of the photographic medium and wonders 
about the border that separates painting from photography. 

Moods in a Room #15 (2019). Catherine Balet. Courtesy Galerie Thierry Bigaignon.



PRESS RELEASE

EXHIBITIONS  

UPCOMING 
- Fola Fototeca Latinoamericana, Buenos Aires, Argentina (October-November 2019) 
- Viborg Kunsthal, Denmark (April-May 2019) 
- Galerie Thierry Bigaignon (février-mars 2019), Paris, France 

2013-2018 
- Troisième Biennal Beijing Photo, Beijing, China 
- « In Vivo », Noorderlicht Photo Festival, Groningen, The Netherlands 
- ArtonaPostcard, PhotoLondon, Londres, United-Kingdom  
- Amoureux, Hôtel & Spa La Belle Juliette, Paris, France 
- Maison de la Photo, Lille, France 
- Wroclaw 2016, Capitale culturelle européenne, Wroclaw, Poland 
- Dali International Photography Festival, China 
- « Wings of Fantasy » shown in Beijing, China 
- Festival du Portrait de Vichy, France 
- Galerie Thierry Bigaignon, Paris, France 
- Triennal of photography, Hamburg, German 
- Noorderlicht Photo Festival, Groningen, The Netherlands 
- Encontros da Imagen, Braga, Portugal 
- On Paper, Lucy Bell Gallery, St Leonards, United-Kingdom 
- Lichtungen, Hildesheim, Germany 
- Clervaux, Cité de l'image, Luxembourg 
- Bristol Photobook Festival, United-Kingdom 
- National portrait Gallery, Londres, United-Kingdom 
- The House of St.Barnabas, Londres, United-Kingdom 
- Millennium Gallery Museum, Sheffield, United-Kingdom 
- Finnish Museum of Photography, Helsinki, Finland 
- Arte Laguna Prize, Venise, Italy 
- National Portrait Gallery Talk, Londres, United-Kingdom 
- Transition, Minsk, Belarus 
- Les Contemplatives, Espace 111, Paris, France 

2007-2012 
- Festival de la Luz, Museo Provincial de Bellas Artes Franklin Rawson, San Juan, Argentina 
- Festival de la Luz, Alianza Francesa Sede Central, Buenos Aires, Argentina 
- The World in London, Photographers Gallery, Londres, United-Kingdom 
- Art Paris, Art Fair, Paris, France 
- Madrid foto Art Fair, Madrid, Spain 
- Polka Galerie, Paris - France 

2001-2006 
- Identity, Kindermuseum in FEZ, Berlin, Germany 
- Global Photography, Mestre/Venise, Italy 
- Global Photography, Si Fest Savignano Immagini Festival, Italy 
- Galeries photo Fnac‚ Paris, France 
- Biennale of photography, Urbi et Orbi, Sedan, France 
- Galerie Colette‚ Paris, France 
- Exposition 'Air de Paris’, Hermès, Paris France 
- Voies Off, Arles, France 
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PUBLICATIONS  

- Looking for the Masters in Ricardo’s Golden Shoes, Ed. Dewis Lewis, 2016 
- Strangers in the Light, Ed. Steidl, 2012 
- Identity, Ed. Steidl, 2006 
  

Moods in a Room #34 (2019). Catherine Balet. Courtesy Galerie Thierry Bigaignon.


